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first founded. To trace its effects in all their various
ramifications would lead us a long way. It. is suffi-
cient here to notice that the destruction of Poland, like
the destruction of Jerusalem, produced a Polish dis-
persion, and that as the Jews of the dispersion have
discharged a peculiar office in the economy of the
world as usurers and financiers, so too have the Poles
of the dispersion, as agents and vectors of revolution*
In all the republican movements of the Continent the
Poles have played a leading part. They are to be
found in the Saxon riots of '48 ; in the Berlin barri-
cades ; in the struggle for the Republic in Baden ; in
the Italian and Hungarian wars of liberation ; in the
Chartist movement, and in the French Commune.
Homeless and fearless, schooled in war and made reck-
less by calamity, they have been the nerve of revolu-
tion wherever they have been scattered by the winds
of misfortune. Their influence was in the ascendant
in the generation which succeeded the violent sup-
pression of the national rising in 1830, and perhaps
readied its climax seventeen years later, when Austria
suppressed the Republic of Cracow. Then every
Chancellery in Europe was familiar with their woes ;
and the exiles of Poland, being scattered far and wide
over the Continent, formed a cosmopolitan network
of conspiracy, and were the means of bringing into
a loose communion the disaffected portions of the
European proletariate. In the Leipzig of Robert
Blum, as in the Paris of Louis Blanc, the restoration
of the Polish nationality to be obtained through the
defeat and downfall of the Russian, Prussian, and
Austrian monarchies was a cardinal point in the
Republican creed.1
The story of the Republican education of Germany